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Before Kindling

It 1s well known that today’s youth have been
denied introduction to Indian culture and heritage, as a
result of which they are trapped in a life of indiscipline
and disunity. This is indeed a cause for concern among
the elders of our nation. It is also a unanimous opinion
ofthe educationists that it is their primary duty to impart
the knowledge of Indian culture and moral values to the
youth.

Vedanta Bharati is an organization which has
stepped in to render its humble services in this
endeavor. “Viveka Deepini” is an activity organized by
Vedanta Bharati where in students of high school level
are taught the selection of shlokas from
Prashnottaramalika. This composition is most
suitable in giving appropriate guidance to these
children. Being simple and lucid Prashnottaramalika is

specially suited for personality development in
children.

We request the cooperation of parents and
teachers in delivering the benefits of this book to the
student community. Suggestions in this regard are
welcome.

Director,
Vedanta Bharati
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CCAEI%EM(HI&I'MCFMH\ = He who 1s adept in
achieving fruits, visible and invisible, ¢ = Who,
HUSTAAT = Adorning the neck, 3THAT TR
TAATITRAT = With this precious garland of questions
and answers, 7T 3T& o Yol = Willnotdecorate?

This precious garland of questions and answers
will decorate the neck of any person who is wise enough
to achieve visible and invisible benifits (by learning and
imbibing it)

e e e e R |
& JEferTad: Rttt e R0

EESHEELREE ﬁw‘ﬂ'QTé'ﬂ'l{ = Most revered sir, What
isto be accepted? (obeyed).
3dH: T&IUTH = The words of all the elders and
teachers.
q: Aa"d'ﬂﬁﬁﬁ[ = What should not be followed?

3 W = Any act that is prohibited.
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: 3 TT&: = Who s a teacher?

(Whatkind of a person is a true teacher?)

: Afdda:, ReERdEET: g = A true

teacher is the one who has obtained true
knowledge of the soul and always engages
himselfin the interest (welfare) of the disciple.

T v & fRiE T A E |
%: gfogar st {3 fawmaefior &y 130

T

«

o 9 o o

T
3

: h: T2IdL: = What is more suitable?

(What is more beneficial?)

. g = The Prescribed course of conduct or

righteousness (virtue).

: % J[MINE = Who is considered to be pure?

o

: &I WTH &Y = One whose mind is pure.
: & Ufisd: = Who is considered to be proficient?
. {8t = One who can discriminate (between good

and bad, the truth and untruth, permanent and
ephemeral etc.)

: féh fa9H = What is poison?

. gl T&Y = Disrespect towards teachers & Elders.

Ay sEanH iR SEd 5T |
%Ha@ﬁﬁw Tl A IEaTE: 1%

T

. f Wy $8dHH = What is that which is most

desired among human beings?
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3 @A 3ad 9 = Dedicating life for the good

of others and himself, one who 1s benevolent.
T : o I I&T: = Who are the bandits?

3 . fawaT: = Objects perceived by the senses.
T & a8 = Whoisan enemy?

(to himselfand society)
3 W One who is indolant.

HEAE afiE AT, e s R wh
Fgamamy: o A A i

T : 38 Sh¥HIq HIH = What causes fear?

3 : HIUM| = Death.

T : 38 3TIq @l fafr =T = Who is worse than the
blind?

3 : T = One who is covetous.

T %g'@'ﬂ: = Whatis grief?

I . IE: = Not having contentment (Discontent-

ment).
T :%ET‘EIHTI' What is dishonour?

3 ’Wﬂ?ﬁ'al >l = Begging from a mean person.

uIg FUTssTe: f - SrafiT Ioad Hguea: |

& Teaar e agaauTe A I

T . U wueaer: fRudfie 7999 = What is
considered nector to the ears?

3 :'{:@'Elé'ﬂi = Virtuous advice.
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TR &AM 77 = What is the root cause of dignity
or respectability?

3 : Fdeure A9 = Not imploring or begging (with
head bowed and hands join) causes dignity.

T Sfaaae & g TredrsETw=: |

H e It A Rgrgear s nel

T : foh SitadH = What is anoble (ideal) life?

3 : 39eH = Being blameless (faultlessness).

T %W@:ﬂ'ﬁ: = Whatis inertness?

. UrearsETerd: = Not practising even after the

lesson is taught.
. ST A = Who is awake? (Whois alert?)

7
I : fa9dhl = One who can discriminate.
T
3

«

: T 9gT = What s sleep?
: 'Hﬁ“cITT-lTrﬁ'Z = The ignorance of living beings.

T : AferigerTdstetaTiel fHH = What is unsteady like
water on the lotus leaf?

ERRLICE R i) 3 = Youth, wealth and longevity.

T : & 3fReT: = What causes disaster.

3 : HT: = Haughtiness (pride).

T T YW@l = What brings happiness?

3 Wﬂ?lﬂ'ﬁ'?ﬂ' = The friendship with noble people.
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fhraa qERd O = o wifommrE: 10

T : %! Th: = Whatis hell?

: QIIRAAT = Dependency.

ﬁ?@'@'ﬂ: = Whatis pleasure?

. A Waggiafd: = Detachment of all worldly

associations.
: o ¥ = Whatis truth ?
: ‘H:FI'%HT[ = Welfare of living beings.
- GO 0% = fd = What s dear to animals?
. (gTforr) 8TEd: = Their lives.
ﬁ?murq:da & = agae @ |
_RU fh 3t Trose Ieghd TG 110l
: %WUITI' Whatis death?
: H:@rTcl'H\' Stupidity.
= 3H‘EILFI\' = What is most precious?
g W <dH = Timely help (provided at proper time).
: STAXONT foh 21e4H = What is painful till death?
: Id Je dhd UIa¥ = The sins committed secretly.
EENCURICHIRCE ke i b el
H O R e SRy we AT e
T ;W]%fa?ﬂ'?lﬁi = Where is effort to be applied?
3 : fAerwe wEweg g9 9 = In learning, in proper

medication and charities.

g o g q

g o

o ol ool
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T : o7 OgEl 98T = What should be close to one’s

heart? (What shguld be favourite?)
3 : THEW Y Twi #AT = To show kindness to the

poor and needy, and friendship with the noble.
U WG HHYAAIER &g |
& ford sTeaq  weafaferaar g e
T o H Y = Whois perfect?
3 :Hgd: = One with good conduct and character.
T @ ¥ YA 3AMIed = Who is considered very

low, mean and bad?
3 : 3THEIH = One whose character is bad.

T : % ST STTead = Who can conquer this world?
o ° .
3 HAAAaTadr YT = He, who is true and tolerant.

FER IR LE Fefw T |
3T YA &: M WA o T3 gar 1230

T . Tan & T Fd = Who is honoured
even by gods?

3 YT = He who considers that kindness is
supreme. (Ong who is compassionate).

T .38 Yad h: A=A = Who is to be shown pity in
this world?

3 . AT fA9a T a7 ST = The one, who is not

charitable and generous, even if wealthy and very
rich.




HE TR AT SR A |

TN A U SEEATIE IRl

T : && T WM = Who has living beings
under his control?

3 . GAUIWRuT fAa& = A humble person whose

words are true and pleasent.
T TIdIH = Where should one be?

3 . =AUty E‘E’IE‘QET‘H‘I’@' = One should stay in the
right path by which benefit is obtained by visible
and invisible means.

FISEN AW T TR 4 Ry T2qonfa |

HRT: w O agy T 1

T :ht 3 = Whoisblind?

3 . T &AL = He who is engaged in prohibited
actions.

T : & FET = Whois deaf?

3 g BaE T 'ﬂﬂﬁﬁ = He, who turns a deaf ear to
good advice.

T :h: Y = Whois dumb?

3 . q: el AN 9 7 ST = The one who does

not speak affectionate and comforting words at the
appropriate time.

& ety f& A gt farafs |
Hrsergr: Ftet o arai AU W 128



T ﬁ%“cﬂ'ﬂ: = Whatis charity?

3 : 3T &H = Giving without expecting any
benefitin return?

°) ﬁh‘ﬁﬁﬂ{ = Whoisatrue friend?

3 . Ot Rarafy urard = One who prevents a person

from committing sins.
T : ot 3eTgl: = Whatis areal ornament?

3 ’éilﬁﬂ\ = Character.
T . o oamr HUSHH = What is the embellishment

for ones speech?
3 : HH = Truth.

R & g agity T
FORMAMTRE: & HiCTHIAST T T 1291

T : fogfEefdaauet A = What is unstable like
lightninrg\?

3 QuTHFMHYA "= = Company of the wicked
and wealth.

T & TR ST % = Who are unevering in their

family tradition and perfection in character ?
T : HiTEHAST TSN TF = The virtuous are stable

even in this Kali era.

T RrareafRd ST g =it )

o arERd  gevAdeEgHgH 124

(T : ek gt T = What is difficult to achieve
in this world?)



:  TUgaredRaH = Charity with affectionate

words, aﬂmﬁq = Knowledge without pride,
grTfrd 2MAH = Might with forgiveness,
EE| &I‘IHJ:IdH\ = Wealth with renunciation,

C hY C .
STHHT=JHGH = These four virtues are
difficultto achieve.

fAEverdr  wewfaar areafar =
FTwfe i ggsEeEat g gkl

T

3

3

. f9g=\eT =7 = What attracts the minds of

learned?

. Geh{ddT, rE@fHdr 7 = Good poetry (literature),

the intelligence and knowledge.

. & 7 @aId faufd: = Whom do the calamities

not affect?

: GggaaATIatay g = Him, Who has controlled

his senses and acts as guided by the advice of the
well learned.

FH AR FAMY  SFEHEE Hdgard |
I T HeH e = |ered | IRo|l

L I

HE Weafd &Aem = Whom does Goddess
Lakshmi desire to favour?

3 : IFAHIAE Hifdg<d = Him who is not indolent

and who is of noble disposition.

T . IS0 o o TEET = Whom does Goddess Lakshmi

abandon at once?



3 : fUqUEgiH=el ¥ §edq = Godess Lakshmi

Discards him who insults parents, preceptors and
Gods, and who is lazy.

FARSA A AT sEr HRa |
F: el ezn: e eeue 1R

T . 3 [J€Ar are: = Where should one live?
T : GwHHEHe Meqdr hRAM = In the company of

noble people or in Kashi.
T : % aReral <31 = Which place should be avoided?

3 . fRragdal <9 usy = The country with
slanderers and a greedy ruler.

R T g wEves aE |

o e Agst:  fer fe el 73 guEe R

T . @ @ 7 a=1: AT = What should not be

spoken by a wise person?
I : TEWYMA d8q = The wise should not speak

about others mistakes and likewise, lies.
L %Wﬂﬁi = What should men earn?

3 : foem fad & I3 YA = Man should earn
knowledge, wealth, strength fame and virtue.

Foawufert frargeaREaT |
T FAART: W AT et Toaarm 1R31

T : & o T ufRg™f = Which assembly should be
shunned (abandoned)?
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3 EMATY FLET = The assembly where there are

no experienced and learned guides.
T : g pAMRd: H&FHIS: Tohel = Where should a

person be indeed alert?
3 TIFI'@H'R]TH\' = Where, one is in the service of the
king.

TS I e AT |

FHEA I aftgar tsgi@e 1Ry

T : UMEfd st TF: = What is more pleasing than
one’s life?

I . FHoreH: WYY = The family tradition and
the company of the holy & nobles.

T . hl HI&AT = Whatis to be protected ?

3 ﬁﬁt, afder, Qu%ﬁ\g%r = Honour, chastity and
one’s own mind.

WHAAr el Qfeosqraftar fJem |
Hrseaaeqe: | AffacrameaaT aq IR
T . &l hogoldl offeh = In this world what is considered

as Kalpalata, the wish fulfilling creeper?
3 : gfogwmafdar fdar = The knowledge imparted

to a worthy disciple.

T ﬁS&ququI T = Which is that banyan tree
that never perishes?

3 ﬁ‘@ﬁ'«[ ESGSECEHED Id = The charity given to a
deserving person as prescribed in scriptures.
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e wdy gfenfarawray:
v add i qgdcaumRaad I8

q:
3
g

alilﬂflal

C ] ET}G'I'H' What is a weapon for all?

: ?gj‘?ﬁ = Apropriate reasoning.
: {dT & <l = Who is the mother?

(other than she who has given birth)?
ei—g: = The cow.

ac T 9eTH = What exactly is strength?
2 gd ‘éj?ﬁ{ =Courage is strength (stability of the will).

\

: % Y- = Whatis considered to be death?

:Iq Wﬂﬂ?@ﬂr_ﬂr lack of alertness.

Fafaigeew  ffterats wagur wom |
Tk R s R wm R

o o

e

alﬁlalclal

1A ﬁﬂ'ﬁ[ = Where does the poison exist?

: g'g?ﬁ‘ = In the wicked.

. frfaent= ‘Hald\ TAUM = What is considered

pollution for people?

: U = The bad debt.

- Urda o fah = What is criminal act?
. 4T = Violence.

. qgufy fdh = What is fear?

BEREE] 'G'é"ﬂ'l‘ﬂ' Wealth is fear for all.

e e g3 wafd |
W YT v gar gAY < qade 1Rel
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T . grfdds Tonefdd foh = What is greater
than death for a respected person.

3 . g3 Wafd = Theill fame.

T : o {j}tsﬂ ‘i-lad\ h: = Who will be happy in this
world?

3 : g9dT = The wealthy.

T Wﬁﬁ%ﬂ: = Whatis true wealth?

3 :WQ‘QT[ = That which fulfils our desires.

wrada fafte: @rardadarge )

FATEA A A 20 IRRN

T : & gefd = Who prospers?

3 : fasfid: = One who is humble.

T : @l AT &rdd = Who indeed does perish?

3 : gt = One who is conceited.

T : & TUAAA: = Who should not be trusted?

3 Tslc'ﬁ‘ EENER MU = One who always utters lies,
should not be trusted.

FAASAUE it erHTeTef e |

i e T R Rsgetae 3ol

T . FF SASAUTH = Where is even telling lies is
not sinful?

3 T IH YHETIH = When it is told in order
to protect righteousness.

T % e = What s righteousness?

13
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: rfwer @0 ReEr AT efAET = That which is

accepted by the well learned and who come from
traditional families.

TreEe fdd & W g |
A T gRd & Ghdl 2o I wRRIe

o ol ool g ol o

: Wﬂ’@l?*l’ﬁ? What is the strength of the noble?

: é'a'l{ Fortune or Divine Power.

: %h: | = Whoisnoble?

: 'FlTﬁI(HT_g[gI = The one who is always contented.

.3 ﬁn‘l{ = What is meant by divine power?

: Id YhdH = The virtuous deeds done.

. % gahdl = Who is virtuous?

: 3T 9 70 Wi (Gead 9 fa8fe:) = The one
who is praised and honoured by the good and noble.

H O WHR AR qftsd: |y |

o <t ol A ol ol o

& 9T A rar i g arsfiqfeammagd 130

: Sl &1 = Who is fortunate?

: T=THT = The one who has renounced.

: Sl ATRT: = Who is an honourable one?

: Gfusd: €¢: = He, who is learned and noble.
: & ;= Who should be served?

- I 1T = The charitable and generous person.

: ST 1aT = Who is charitable and generous?
: ﬁSﬁﬂﬁﬁlﬂﬁﬁ' = He who satisfies the needy.
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g g=wEr e Jaa |
F A A WA AT Hw: T IS 1330

a

3

: T g= WU = What is difficult to be
achie\(edrl\)y the people?

JHTHl H¥g: HddH = Controlling the mind
all the times.

:%h: 3T = Whoisbrave?

- g7 WA = One who protectes the frightened.

: ATAT T h: = Whois the saviour?

: §: J&: = The preceptor.

FETAR TG 3w fhrga g
A G HY AT Qe 7 T 13 %1

o da oo a o

. HET T3k = Who will be without sorrows?

. 2 TG = He, who is free from anger.

: %ﬂ'@'ﬁ: = Whatis happiness?

: f8 = Contentment.

: &l TS = Who is the King?

: ¥5Tehd = He who provides happiness to his subjects.
: S T = Who leads adogs’ life?

. T I = d = The one who serves the vile.

TG A AT Y [ HE: |
FruErEl 4eg:  FF UG TH= g 134

o
3

. TeIISadT &l = Who is the visible goddess?
: HIdT = The mother.
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T . JAr T&: &' = Who is the honourable teacher?

3 :dld: = The father.

T : % SUREME: = What is unavoidable?

3 :Hg: = Thedeath.

T : FA U =6 = Where should one step?

3 EEFQ'ﬁ' = Inaplace which is observed carefully.
FYFAYIRY: T T AR |
FAEHEaE 39U HAE i 1380

T hI hITT %’E\;Z = What causes decline of a family?
3 ;. W ey ars@il = Tormenting the mind

ofthe noble.
T m m = Whose words will notbe false?

3 . ¥ T G GIHEERAAm: = The words of the

truthful and the silent, and those who keep their
minds under control, will never become untrue.

SAMHUSET  TFAATATICIHT A6 |
TS e Ty 13 el
SfA T TR fCTaRT AN FHUSERT, & TN

=T TeauTy fawe: s |

Those who wear this precious garland of
questions and answers around their necks like a
necklace of pearls, i.e. those who have imbibed the
wisdom contained in this prashnottaramalika, shine in
society of pure and right. (The society of nobles)

sk TTRATIRATIOIEAT TR
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